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Lake Umbagog, New England 


Ana s obscura . 

Nest /l0 (3020), May 24, 1837, coll .7/m.Brewster. Female 
started from nest & well seen. Inc.about l/2 completed. In dense 
thicket young spruces (3 to 5 ft.) on small island in Sweat Cove, 

30 ft.fr.Lake shore. Nest in situ 12 x 13 in.across top, 3 l/2 in. 
deep. Female started at 8 ft. (k ran through spruces to water. 

Thirteen eggs (3021), May 25, 1897, coll.Vto.Brewster. 
Female flushed from nest & well seen. Eggs all inc.about 7 days. 

On small, dexisely wooded island off n.end of Great Id., on high, 
dry ground, 30 ft.fr.water, deeply sunk in ground at base of hem¬ 
lock & near bed of rather short, scanty yew. Nest in situ, measured 

W s , u aa I * 

II in.across top by 3 l/2 inches deep (Cf.journal ^Several fine 
photographs of nest jn situ jp. 

Nest /l0 (3022), May 25, 1337, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 
flushed from nest & well seen. Eggs all inc.about 7 days. S.E. 
point of Bear Island about 20 yds.fr.water in 3 directions on flat 
ground free from undergrowth but shaded by large trees. Female 
flushed at 15 yds. Several good photographs of nest in, si tu & un¬ 
t ouched . (Cf.journal ). 
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Anas obscura. 


1887, 

September 25. 


Lake Umbagog 




c 

Near the outlet \to fcsfss- pond 



Black Ducks and Eagle . 

In a grassy .0 



iUgw HiTRjr )/weT dis¬ 


covered a flock of about 15 Black Ducks feeding. I was starting 
to stalk them when a Bald Eagle sailed out over the trees arid they 
rose in great alarm disappearing up the pond. A Wood drake also 
rose at the same time from a neighboring cove and made off.. 


1889, 

September 22 


Lake Umbagog 


Sweat Meadow 


About 75 Black Ducks there. Tried to stalk them but the 


water was very high and they kept well out feeding among the tops 
of the submerged sedges. At one time the whole flock was within 
100 yds. of me. They were very playful, lashing the water with 
their wings and sometimes diving both from on wing and while swim¬ 
ming. A fine adult male Greater Scaup Duck alighted with them in 


the open water. 

















1889, 

October 8. 


Anas obscura rubripes. 


Lake Umbagog. 


Whale Back Cove . 

Next to Whale Back Gove. About 20 Black Ducks in grass 
among the stubs quacking loudly. Paddled up behind a bush and 
waited. They swam within 30 yds., working busily in devious 
courses among the drift wood. I could not get two together and 
finally they rose and came straight at us, some passing within 
ten yards or less. I fired both barrels at high birds. The first 
flew about 50 yds. and fell, the other although hard hit kept on. 
The one I killed was a fine large bird, evidently a northerner. 


I890 Lake Umbagog. 

October 3. The Out 1st,- 

About several of the shallow pools the water and mud 
were covered with the feathers of Black Ducks and I saw other fa¬ 
miliar signs of their recent presence, such as torn up roots of 
aquatic plants, etc. They doubtless visit these marshes at night 
to feed and spend the day in some of the back ponds. The hunters 
camping on Moll's Rock keep up such an incessant racket with their 
rifle practise, shouting, etc. that it is no wonder the shyer 
birds avoid the marshes opposite. 


October 15. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Bottle Brook Pond. 


I shot one barrel at four or five (Black Ducks) that were 
somewhere near together, killing one and wounding another, while 
with my second barrel I dropped a single bird. The wounded Duck 
flew down the arm to the river bank, then turned to the ngnt into 
the woods where Don found it in a hole under the roots of an up¬ 
turned tree. It proved to be a partial albino, a beautiful oird 
mottled on the back and wings with pure white. 












Anas obscura. 

1890, " Lake Umbagog. 

October.20. Very tain 6 * Outlet of Lake . 

Sailed past a Black Duck which was feeding among some 
half submerged grass. . . (It) was unusually tame for not only 
did it not notice me at all but a little later the steamer passed 

within 100 yds. of it without starting it. 

• \ • • • • • 

We found the tame Duck exactly where I saw him this morn 

flying 

ing and paddled to within long gun-shot when he rose and after, a - 
bout 500 yds. alighted near a flock of sixteen other Black Ducks. 
The latter flew off as we approached but we got within 40 yds. of 
our single Duck.before he rose although we had absolutely no cover 

I shot him this time as he sprang from the water. 

• • • • • 

Cannot see well at night. 

Outlet of Lake. 

As it was getting dark we saw three Black Ducks alight 
and paddled to within 40 yds. As they sprang I fired both bar¬ 
rels, getting a bird at the second shot and missing the first. It 
is evident that Black Ducks cannot see distinctly in the twilight 
for these were in open water and our only cover was the gathering 
darkness. 











Anas obscura. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Evening flight of Ducks. 

1894. Late in the afternoon a flock of eight Ducks which I took 

Sept.9. to be Scoters came flying up the Lake and alighted about mid¬ 
way between Pine and Moose Points. Jim and I started for them 
at once but they proved to be Black Ducks. They alighted, a- 
gain, in the river and when we reached Richardson's Carry a 
very large flock rose and after circling about dropped in the 
Lake several hundred yards out. For nearly an hour they 
floated and swam about on the smooth water; then they started 
for the shore but they did -not come near us. A single bird, 
however, came flying in through the Carry and I dropped it 
into the rushes where Jim quickly found it. 

Fof’ the next half hour there was scarce a minute when one 
or more Black Ducks were not in sight. Singly, in pairs, in 
small bunches, or in flocks of twenty to forty they came high 
and low from every direction, wheeled and circled against the 
bright western sky and then alighted in the marsh. Such a 
quacking and plashing as they madel The entire marsh seemed alive 
with them. Yet I did not get another shot. At frequent intervals 
we heard the squealing cry (a murmuring whistle it may be called) 
of Wood Ducks and there were incessant calls from various waders 
among which I recognized that of the Golden Plover, Grass—bird, 

( T. maculata ). Summer Yellow-legs, Semipalmated Sandpiper and 
Solitary Sandpiper. 













Anas op soura. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


1394. 
Sept.12 


I was walking along the bank of the river when I saw a 

Black Duck coming. I crouched in the grass before he caught 

sight of me but had no time to change my shells. However it 

made no difference for when he came overhead I rose and 

brought him down with a charge of ^10 shot. He fell in the 

river and the little spaniel at once swam out to him but would 

not touch him so I had to call on Mr.Hubbard and Will who had 
ar 

meanwhile apne&ed in their boat and who picked up the bird for 


me. It is very singular that'this Duck did not see me in time 
to save his life for I was walking rapidly and on perfectly 
open ground and he was within 100 yards before I saw him. 















Anas obsoura . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894 . I did not fire a shot before reaching Bottle Brook Pond 

Sept.13. where we found fully 75 Black Ducks. I stalked a portion,of 
the flock successfully but with some difficulty. They were 
off the point between the middle and right-hand coves. As I 
got to the black alder thicket on the end of the point a doz¬ 
en or more Ducks were standing or lying on a grassy island 
just out of range preening their feathers or sleeping. Every 
now and then two or three would chase one another about, 


splashing the water noisily with their wings and making the 
place ring and echo with their loud quacking. It was nearly 
half an hour before I got a shot but at length three oirds 
came humming along close under the bushes and I killed three, 
all with a single charge. The foliage prevented ray getting 


in the other barrel. 














Anas obscura 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. It was getting almost too dark to shoot and I was beg inn*-: 

Sept. 12. ing to think of returning to the boats when against the sky 

towards the N.W. I saw a long dusky line advancing. It proved 

‘ 

to be the big flock of Black Ducks which I saw last evening. 

i 

Their approach was really imposing. There were more than fif*~> 
ty of them and they formed a line fully 100 yards long and 
stretched at right angles to the line of their flight. Thus 
they came all abreast, the stately birds. As they neared the 
marsh every wing, as if at a given signal, ceased its rapid 
pulsations and the great birds shot down on a steep incline / 
making a rushing sound similar and quite equal to^ that of a 
heavy gust of wind in a grove of pines. It was an exciting 
moment for it seems that I had chosen the very spot where the 
flock had intended to alight, and as the centre of the column 
charged directly at me and the wings closed in around me, I 
could not help feeling for an instant as if the birds were 
about to make a combined onslaught on me. 

1895. At Pine Hill Pond I quickly discovered a bird which I 
* 

Sept. 10. took at the time for a Wood Duck, but which afterwards proved 
to be a Black Duck, lying asleep with its head buried in its 
feathers on an inclining tree trunk fully eight feet above the 
level of the water. 









Anas obscura. 


Lake Umbagog. 


1895. 

September 10. 

( 2 ) 

.... As I was creeping up to these Wood Ducks (seen after 
I had seen the sleeping Black Duck) I saw the Black Duck stretch 
up his neck and then with closed wings drop plump into the water, 

making as much noise as a big stone would have done. 

• • • • • • 

1897, Lake Umbagog. 

May 15. Southern end of lake. 

I believe that with the Black Duck also the female al¬ 
ways precedes the male when the pair are flying together at least 
at this season. Certainly this has been the case with all the 
pairs that I have seen here this season, including two birds that 
passed our house boat this morning (started, as I afterwards 
learned, by Watrous near one of the floating islands near Upton). 
The sexes can be easily and certainly distinguished by the dif¬ 
ference of size, the male being much larger than the female. 

• • • • • 

May 19. Lake Umbagog. 

Sargent's Cove. 

(I found) a fine adult Bald Eagle, next a pair of Black 
Ducks which started well in among the flooded forest (the lake is 
exceptionally high even for this season) and were forced to mount 
nearly straight upward to a height of 40 or 50 feet before they 
could get clear of the trees (striking their wings loudly against 
more than one dead branch during the ascent). 





Anas obsoura 




1897, 
Jim© 7. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Outlet Re gion. 
Killed by Pox. 


I also fpund the remains of a Black Duck that a Fox had 
killed and eaten. 



30 






Anas obscura 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1396. I saw to-day between the mouth o£ the Cambridge and the 

ftug.IO. Mill, eight Black Ducks and as many more Whistlers. Seven of 
the Black Ducks were young birds about three fourths grown and 
unable to fly They were veidently all of one brood but their 
parent did not seem to be with them. At least they all seemed 
to be of the same size and when I pressed them they went 
ashore on the river bank and took to the grass, but instead of 
stopping and hiding there as I expected,they crossed the land 
and when I showed ifl&^elf above the bank began running and 
flapping off over the flooded meadow on the other -aide. 

-S3 Oj L/ f 9 

1897. 

May 28. Watrous found another Black's nest to-day (among some 

young spruces he says ) on a small island on the west shore of 
the Sweat Cove. He nearly trod on the sitting bird who scut¬ 
tled off to the water's edge before taking wing. He mistook 
her at first for a Rabbit. This nest had 10 eggs. 

I took my camera and photographed the Black Duck's nest 
found by Watrous yesterday. The light was exceptionally clear 
and good and, as afterwards turned out, I secured some fine 
negatives. 


1897. 
May 24. 


3 ) 














Anas obsoura. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. There is evidently a Black Buck's nest on the small is- 

May 21. land at the eastern end of the channel that leads into Sweat' 

* 

Cove not 80 yards from our anchorage. We saw the Back fly 
directly o\it of the woods this afternoon. Presently her mate 
joined her and the two fed together almost within gunshot of 
of the boat. Half-an-hour later the Buck flew back to the 
island. We shall investigate to-morrow. 

May 22. Just before breakfast this morning we saw the pair of 

Black Bucks again swimming together close in shore near the 
little island at the eastern entrance to Great Island channel 
An hour later we landed on this island and searched it syste¬ 
matically and as we supposed thoroughly but without finding 
anything save an old nest of a Water Thrush. On the way back 
to the boat, however, and within a few yards of it I noticed 
an isolated patch of rather scanty yew which we had passed by 
on first landing. Turning aside to examine it I suddenly saw 
one of the branches move slightly and a long dark neck was 
thrust up within ten or twelve feet of where I stood. The 
next instant a Black Buck rose with a prodigious flutter and 
loud quacking and went out through the trees and off over the 
Cove. Without moving from my position I could see the eggs 
through the thin curtain or rather canopy of yew foliage. 

There were thirteen of them none of them in the least covered 














Anas ob h cura . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1397. although, there was plenty of down under and about them. The 
May 22. nest was placed near the edge of the bed of yew (which covered 

^Vu»A) about 20 feet square ) on firm dry ground five or six feet a- 

bove high-water mark, near the eastern extremity of the is¬ 
land, and about 30 feet from the water's edge in three direc¬ 
tions. 

May 23. My sole excursion during the day was to the little is¬ 


land at the entrance to the channel to photograph the Black 
Duck's nest. Three of us went in the boat and the noise we 
made in landing (although no more than we made yesterday) 
started the sitting bird who rose again directly from the nest 
and went straight up through the trees in the opposite direc¬ 
tion from that which she took yesterday. After taking a num¬ 
ber of photographs of the nest and eggs I left ray camera in 
position, first masking it with green boughs, hoping that the 
Duck would not notice it on her return. But if she returned 


to the nest at all her keen eyes marked the suspicious object 
for at intervals during the forenoon we saw her flying uneasi¬ 
ly about the island in company with her mate. At 1 P.M. I 
sent Gilbert for the camera. He reported that the bird ’was 
not on the nest. 
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Lake Umbagog, .Maine. 

1887 Watrous spent the forenoon along the eastern shores of 

May'24. the channel between Great Island and the Tidswell place and 
among the islands 3.E. of the Narrows. He found a Black 
Duck's nest near the south-east extremity of Bear Island. 

He took me to the nest in the afternoon. 




1 




Here is a condensed summary of the chief points of in¬ 
terest respecting the three nests of the Black Duck that we 
have found thus far. 

Nest found May 22 . Nest, 13 eggs, on top of knoll at E. 

end of small densely-wooded (chiefly with spruces, balsams and 

hemlocks) island at E. end of Great Island, north channel. 

At base of hemlock trunk near edge of bed of rather stunted 

and sparse yew by which both nest and eggs were well covered. 

Nest of leaves and down 11 in. across by 3 1/2 in. deep. When 

bird 

found May 22 the sitting rose at about 12 or 15 feet. After 
we had made her repeated visits she became much shyer, often 
rising as we were landing (at 20 yds. and out of her sight). 
She always rose straight up through the trees to a height of 
30 or 40 feet avoiding the branches as easily as a Partridge 
and quacking loudly. Usually she flew directly from the nest 
but once she a few yards first. We never found any of 

the eggs covered (perhaps this bird does not cover them when 
suddenly flushed). On the evening of the 21st and on the 
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Anas oosoura. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. morning of the 22nd we saw the Duck and her mate swimming a- 
May 24. bout together feeding within 40 to 100 yds. of the nest. On 
both occasions we saw the ^ return to it by rising and flying 
directly towards it, plunging into the woods only a few yards 
above the ground. I doubt if the $ ever went out of sight of 





( 



S' 



the island. 

After photographing the nest and eggs, 6-7 A.M., May 23, 

I ledt the camera in position about 15 ft. off, partially 
concealing it by the trunk of a large birch and further mask¬ 
ing it and the tripod* legs with young spruces. Although it 
stood there'the whole forenoon the Duck would not return to 
her nest. At frequent intervals we saw her with her mate 
flying over and around the island, evidently alarmed or at 
least suspicious. She returned to her eggs soon after I reme- 
moved the camera at 1 P.M. 

Nest found May 25. Host, 10 eggs, northern extremity of 
small island on west shore of Sweat Cove. Island heavily 
wooded with spruces, balsams, white pines and birches with 
the densest possible undergrowth of young spruces. The nest 
was about 30 ft. from the water in three directions and near 
the middle of a thicket of these little spruces (3 to 5 ft. 
high) which were so crowded together over as well as around 


the nest that I doubt if any large bird, even a Partridge, 
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Anas obscura . 

Lake TJmbagog, Maine* 

1897. ooiild have risen up through them. The Duck did not attempt 

May 24. it, either when Watrous found the nest on the 23rd or when I 

visited it with him on the afternoon of the next day but on 
both occasions she ran to the water's edge starting the first 
time directly under foot (Watrous says he nearly stepped on 
her), the second time when I was about 8 ft. from the nest 
scuttling off tlirough the thicket nearly as fast as a man 
could run on open ground. On reaching the water she flew a- 
bout 40 yds. and alighted swimming slowly off swaying her head 
and neck back and forward like a Pulica as she rose and fell 
gracefully on the swell. 

This nest measured in situ 12 by 13 inohes across the 
top by 3 1/2 inches deep. I took some fine photographs of it 
both before and after cutting away the spruces in the fore¬ 
ground. The nest was a rather thin of pine needles and 

birch leaves mixed with down, and lining a deep, symmetrical, 
perfectly circular hollow with a raised rim formed evidently 
by the earth which the bird had scraped out of the middle. 

Nest found May 24. Nest, 10 eggs, 3.E.point of Bear 
Island about 20 yds. from Lake in three directions on level, 
perfectly dry ground 4 or 5 ft. above high-water mark, ground 
°overed with a coating of dry leaves perfectly free from un¬ 
dergrowth, weeds, grass or other low cover but partially 
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Lake IMbagog, Maine. 

1397. shaded by large trees chiefly yellow birches (as yet leafless) 

jMay 24. and a few scattered spruces and balsams. Nest placed near 

< 

the foot of a balsam (4 in. diameter at base) made chiefly of 
dry leaves mixed with down, the rim raised and prominent. In 
situ it measured 10 by 11 inches across the top by 5 1^2 in. 

i 

deep. So wholly unconcealed ’was this nest that the light 
buffy eggs contrasting strongly with the wood browns of the 

general surface could be quickly seen from 15 yds. away in 

■ 

every direction, and a Crow looking down from above must have 
been indeed dull-sighted had he failed to discover them. They 

were not covered in the least. 

- 

When Watrous found the nest this forenoon and again when 
I visited it with him in the afternoon the bird flushed at a- 
bout 15 yds. going straight up through the trees. On the 
25th Watrous tried to see her on the nest by rowing quietly 
past the spot in his boat but she rose before he got within 
thirty yards of her. 


In respect to size and general construction all three of 

these nests were remarkably uniform and the distance at 'Which 

•> 

they were placed from the water was practically the same in 
each case, but one was in a very exposed situation, another 
well concealed, and the third so perfectly hidden that with¬ 
out removing or bending back some of the spruces or their 
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Anas obsoura . 

Lake Urabagog, Maine. 

1897. branches it would have been impossible for either man or bird 
May 24. to see so much as one of the eggs either from above or from a 
distance of four feet away in any direction. I have now no 
doubt that nearly all the Black Ducks -which breed about this 
Lake place their nests on islands and this unquestionably is 
to escape danger from the Foxes. 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. At evening Will rowed me over to the Outlet marshes. 

Sept.11. After looking about a bit and trying to find a place where 

Ducks had been feeding we finally stopped near where we were 
anchored last evening and pushing the boat into a bed of grass 
(which was more than half submerged) lighted our pipes and 
waited. It was-not long before Black Ducks began to arrive 
and alight on the flooded marshes. Most of them came singly 
but one flock of a dozen or more settled somewhere behind us. 
None cane near us at first but we could see or hear them in 
every direction. At times the whole marsh rang with the 
quacking of the ducks and the hoarse, cracked voices of the 
drakes. Nevertheless there were not very many in all - prob- 

o 

ably no more than twenty or twenty-five. The single ones 
called the loudest and oftenest but in no instance, so far as 
I could make out, did they join aiy of the birds that answered 
them. Each bird, indeed, seemed to have chosen a feeding 
place that was to its liking and to be merely carrying on a 
conversation in duck language with its friends in other parts 
of the flooded marsh. 

This had gone on for some time when Will whispered that 
some Ducks were coming up behind us. Turning slowly I saw them 
about seventy yards off directly in the middle of the pathway 
of burnished silver cast over the rippling water by the full 
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Anas obscura . 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. moon which was perhaps an hour high in the eastern shy. It 
Sept.11. was a picture I shall not soon forget. One by one, to the 
(No.2). number of a dozen or more, the stately, long-necked birds 

crossed this shining path and were at once lost to sight in 
the obscurity that walled it in on both sides. A few minutes 

) 

later we followed them but before we could get them again in¬ 
to the moonlight they saw or heard us and rose with a prodig¬ 
ious rush of wings. I sent a charge of shot after them quite 
at random but without result. The report did not seem to dis- 
turb any of the other Ducks for we heard them quacking and 

splashing in several directions a minute or two later, and 

\ 

tried to paddle up again to some of them but without success. 
Lake Umbagog, Maine. Evening at Moose Point. 

1900. The flight of Ducks was much less to-night than last 

Sept.8. night, only about 20 or 25 appearing. Of these three were 
Hooded Mergansers and one a Wood Duck, all the others being 
Black Ducks. All of the last-named came from the eastward. 
It was interesting to see them reconnoitre the ground before 
alighting. Most of the flocks would fly over or around the 
entire marsh from two to four times, at first at a height be 
yond shot gun range, then lower, finally only 15 or 20 feet 
above the grass. It is this habit of theirs which gives us 


o\ir shots at Moose Point, for if they were wise enough to 
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Evening at Moose Point 


1900. 


come over the marsh at a safe height and then descend into 


Sept.8. 


the middle portions they would be in little or no danger. 

Some of the flocks and many of the single birds have appa¬ 
rently learned this and of those which encircle the marsh the 
majority now avoid the high banks along the shores of the 
Lake where we secrete ourselves. As they course back and 
forth over the wide expanse they alternately appear in strong 
relief against the afterglow in the western sky and disap¬ 
pear for a moment against some dark cloud or the black'moun¬ 
tain masses beyond the Megalloway River valley. After satis- 

r 

fying themselves that no danger lurks in the marsh they de¬ 
scend on set wings making a rushing sound, like that of wind 
in pines and a succession of loud splashes as their heavy 
bodies strike the water. After alighting they frequently 
thrash the water with their wings and for minutes at a time 
the marsh fairly rings.with the loud quacking of the ducks 
and the wheezy, asthmatic calls of the drakes. 
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Lake Umbagog. Black Duck with young. 

1903 
Juno 14 

As I was returning to Lakeside in my canoe, late yester¬ 
day afternoon, I surprised a mother Black Duck with her brood of 
six young (which appeared to be about a week old) swimming close 
to a bed of half-submerged grass not far from Peaslie's spring. 

The young scattered at the first alarm and running on the surface 
of the water, after the interesting manner of all young wild ducks, 
quickly disappeared among the grass. The mother rose with loud 
quacking and flying rather heavily or, at least, slowly, circled 
around me just out of gunshot, finally alighting some distance off 
and well to one side of my course. It was raining at the time and 
there was a strong southeast wind before which I was scudding under 
reefed sail. 

As I approached the same place this evening, paddling 
quietly over the calm surface, I heard the thin, feeble peeping of 
the young which appeared to be well scattered among the flooded 
grass. Peep-peep-peep-peep-peep-peep they called to one another 
(or to their parent) almost exactly like young tame Ducks. Pre¬ 
sently the mother rose at some distance off, close to the edge of 
the woods. Somewhat to my surprise she adopted tactics wholly 
different from those which she pursued last evening. On the pre¬ 
sent occasion she preceeded me for a considerable distance*by a 
succession of short flights alighting each time directly in line 

y 

with my course in open water and taking wing again just before I 
got within long gun range. It seemed to me quite evident that she 
was trying to lure me away from her young but,if so,she made no 


attempt to simulate the actions of a wounded bird. 














Arms obsoura rubripes. 


AN UNDESCRIBED FORM OF THE BLACK DUCK 
{ANAS OB SC UR A). 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 


It is a matter of common belief among our more intelligent and 
observing wild-fowl gunners that two kinds of Black Ducks aie found 
in New England, and certain of the characters by which they are 
thought to be separable have been mentioned, as well as briefly 
discussed, by writers on ornithology or field sports, lo one, a 
comparatively small, dark race having a dusky or olivaceous bill 
and brownish legs, all our local or breeding birds are supposed 
to belong; the other, a larger, lighter-colored form with clear yel¬ 
low bill and bright red legs, is known to occur only during migra¬ 
tion or in winter. I have often been struck by these and certain 
other differences which will be mentioned later, and for the pur¬ 
pose of testing their value and significance I have brought together, 
with the kind assistance of several of my friends, a large series of 
specimens most of which were obtained in New England in autumn, 
winter or early spring. Among them are a dozen or more col¬ 
lected in late August and early September at Lake Umbagog, 
which almost certainly represent the form resident in summer 
throughout New England although I have none from any locality 
south of the Gulf of St. Lawrence which were taken at the height 
of the breeding season. Some of my specimens were weighed 
before being skinned and many of them are accompanied by notes 


____5 U.IVI VVA-H_.11 ■LACO'UIJ' JtVUlCU HULL placed 

side by side they may be separated at a glance. The larger bird 
usually has the entire bill (excepting the nail) yellow, varying from 
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relating to the original coloring of their bills, legs and feet. As 
the more brilliant tints of these 1 soft parts ’ fade soon after death, 
and eventually nearly or quite disappear, they are not available in 
comparisons of dried skins unless recorded by the collector soon 
after his birds are killed. 

A careful study of this material has convinced me that the large, 
red-legged bird differs sufficiently from true obscura to stand as a 
distinct subspecies, which may be briefly characterized as follows : 


Anas obscura rubripes, new subspecies. Red-legged 

Black Duck. 

Subspecific characters .— Similar to A. obscura but larger; the feathers 
of the pileum conspicuously edged with grayish or fulvous ; the dark 
markings on the fore neck and the sides of the head coarser, blacker and 
more sharply defined ; the entire throat usually streaked or spotted with 
blackish; the tarsi and toes bright red; the bill yellow. 

Type, No. 30252, $ ad. Collection of William Brewster, Lake Umbagog 
(New Hampshire shore), October 8, 1889 ; W. Brewster. 

Habitat .— Occurring during migration or in winter on or near the 
Atlantic Coast from Newfoundland to Virginia (Cobbs Island); in the 
interior as far to the south and west as Arkansas. Summer range not 
definitely known but breeding specimens examined from Northern Labra¬ 
dor, James Bay and the west shore of Hudson Bay. 


Measurements. 




Wing. 

Tarsus. 

Middle toe 

without nail. 

Culmenfrom 

base (chord). 

Culmen from 

nostril. 

A nas obscura 

A. 0. rubripes 

A nas obscura 

A . 0. rubripes 

average of 7 males 
“ “ 21 “ 

average of 15 females 

H 19 “ 

10.52+ 

10.99+ 

10.14+ 

10.47+ 

1.65 — 
1.68 — 
1.61 — 
1.60-t- 

2.20 — 
2.26—J- 
2.09 

2.15+ 

2.05 — 

2.13 — 
1-93 — 
2.03-!- 

1 1 + 1 

OO^vO 


I have had repeated opportunities for comparing the two forms 
when living or immediately after death. They are sufficiently 
unlike in respect to size and proportions, as well as in coloring, to 
be distinguished, under favorable conditions, at more than gun¬ 
shot distance when flying, and when freshly killed and placed 
side by side they may be separated at a glance. The larger bird 
usually has the entire bill (excepting the nail) yellow, varying from 
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chrome to canary or sulphur yellow, the legs and toes bright red, 
varying from light scarlet to deep orange, the dark feathers of 
the pileum and nape conspicuously margined with gray or fulvous, 
and the throat (as well as sometimes the chin, also) profusely 
spotted or streaked with blackish. All the dark markings on the 
cheeks, throat and neck are broader, blacker and more sharply 
defined than in true obscura and they often take the form of coarse, 
rounded spots which are seldom if ever present on the head or 
neck of the smaller bird. 

In typical examples of obscura the bill is greenish black, dusky 
olive, or olive green, the legs are olivaceous brown with, at 
most,’ only a tinge of reddish, the pileum and nape nearly or quite 
uniformly dark, the throat and chin immaculate, the markings on 
the neck and sides of the head fine, linear, and dusky rather than 
blackish. In respect to these characteristics obscura does not 
seem to vary with age or season for my series includes several 
young not sufficiently large- and fully feathered to have been able 
to fly which are colored and marked precisely like specimens 
killed in late autumn, while breeding birds are distinguishable 
from the latter only by the more worn and faded appearance of 
their plumage. The males of both forms, however, are almost 
invariably larger than the females as well as more richly colored 
and heavily marked, especially on the head and neck; a fact 
which should be borne carefully in mind when specimens of the 

two are compared. _ . 

Both races are evidently subject to a good deal of individual or 
geographical variation which tends to connect them by a series of 
intergrading specimens. Thus I have small birds with grayish 
crowns or streaked throats and even one or two which, m life, 
apparently had yellow bills and red legs, while several of the large 
ones have plain black crowns or immaculate throats. I have yet 
to see a specimen of obscura , however, which possesses the coarse, 
rounded, deep black spots that are usually present in greater or 
less numbers on the neck, as well as often on the throat, of 
rubripes • 

The existence of a small percentage of non-typical examples, 
like those just mentioned, does not necessarily affect the diagnos¬ 
tic value of the characters to which I have called attention. 
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Indeed it would be possible to contend that these aberrant or 
intermediate specimens are really hybrids, for in the series before 
me they do not exceed in number the birds (no less than nine) 
which show unmistakable traces of an infusion of Mallard blood. 
Since two species so obviously distinct as are the Mallard and 
Black Duck are connected by intergrades known to be hybrids, 
why should we not assume that the scarcely more numerous inter¬ 
grades between the red-legged and brown-legged Black Ducks are 
also hybrids ? Not that I am disposed to seriously press this argu¬ 
ment for, however plausible it may seem, my present impression is 
that the forms of the Black Duck here considered are only sub- 
specifically distinct. 

There can be no reasonable doubt that the smaller of the two 
is the original Anas obscura. This name has remained unchanged 
in form and uncoupled with any synonym ever since it was insti¬ 
tuted, more than one hundred years ago, by Gmelin (Syst. Nat. I, 
part ii, 1788, 541), who based it on the “Dusky Duck” of Pen¬ 
nant. This is described (Arct. Zook, II, 564) as coming from the 
province of New York” and having “ a long and narrow dusky 
bill tinged with blue: chin white: neck pale brown, streaked 
downwards with dusky lines.” Pennant adds that the legs in one 
of his birds were “ dusky, in another yellow ” ; but as the specimens 
which he examined were evidently dried skins (in the Blasius 
Museum) this statement, as well as that relating to the color of the 

bill, loses much of its apparent importance. 

At Lake Umbagog, where the Black Duck breeds rather plenti¬ 
fully, I have not cared to incur the odium of breaking the game 
laws’and the reproaches of my own conscience by killing birds 
which were sitting on their eggs or in charge of broods of tender 
young, but I have shot a few specimens in late August and very 
many during the month of September. Among these I have found 
only one example of rubripes , a nearly typical female taken on 
September 28, 1889. With this single exception I have never met 
with the red-legged form at this locality before October 8. Soon 
after that date it becomes common, remaining until the waters of 
the lake are closed by ice. 

In Massachusetts, also, the locally bred birds or early migrants 
from the north, which we kill during September and the first half 
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of October, are, as far as I have observed invariably obscura. 
Most of the representatives of this race evidently pass further 
southward to spend the winter, but I have three typical specimens 
which were shot on our seacoast (at Ipswich and Chatham; during 

the latter half of February, i 9 01, . , . , 

Until very recently I had supposed that the Black Ducks which 

breed about the Gulf of St. Lawrence and to the northward a ong 
the eastern coast of Labrador would prove to belong to re 
legged form, but Mr. C. F. Batchelder has shown me seven speci- 
m fns (all but one adult) which were collected for him m New¬ 
foundland in June and July and which, although ^ *^2 
our New-England-breeding birds, are precisely similar to the latter 
in color and markings. A female in Mr. O. Bang’s collection 
taken in the Straits of Belle Isle on April a S , 19°^mustdso£ 
referred to obscura. Another, belonging to r. J. • ’ 

which, with her brood of ducklings, was captured on July 8 896 

at Okak, on the northeastern coast of Labrador, is m errne . 
certain respects between obscura and rubripes , but on .the who 

nprhaDS riGarcr the former. . » r 

To the red-legged race I can unhesitatingly refer only four o 
the breeding Black Ducks which I have examined One of these 
<a female) was taken by Mr. L. M. Turner on July , 1884 

Ungava, Northern Labrador; another (unsexed and without da e) 

by Mr. John McKensie at Moose Factory on James Bay, thi 
(represented by only the head and wing and bearing nosexma 
but evidently a female, for it was “with young ) by Mr. C 
Drexler, on June r 9 , x 86 o, at Cape Hope Severn River; Ure 
fourth (a male) by Mr. E. A. Preble, on July >8,1900, at Fo 
Churchill;-the two localities last named being on the western 
shores of Hudson Bay. Mr. Preble’s specimen is m the collectio 
•of the Biological Survey while the others belong to 1 e * 
Museum Ill four of these birds are iu poor cond.tron for 
risen Two of them were moulting, and the plumage of 
the otlrer two is worn and faded, whiie that of the M<>0S~_ 
skin is also strongly tinged with rusty chestnut .. 

ficial stain, apparently. Nevertheless they * 0 ,- sM.sfa.etony 
most of the essentia, characters of **£*•£%* 0 „ the 
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head and neck they are quite typical of that form. The original 
coloring of the soft parts is not noted on any of the labels, but that 
of the legs in the three specimens which still possess these 
appendages was apparently bright red. As would be expected, 
the light edging on the feathers of the pileum is much narrower 
and less conspicuous than in birds in fresh winter plumage. 

From this evidence it seems reasonably safe to assume that the 
breeding range of true obscura extends, coastwise, to the north and 
east at least as far as Newfoundland and Southern Labrador an 
that throughout this maritime belt, as well as in New England and 
to the southward, rubripes occurs only during migration or in 
winter. The summer distribution of the latter remains to be 
definitely ascertained, but besides occupying the shores of Hud¬ 
son Bay and those of northern Labrador it probably frequents 
more or less of the vast interior region lying between the points 
lust mentioned and the St. Lawrence River. The frequency of 
its occurrence in late autumn at Lake Umbagog indicates that a 
srood many of the birds which breed about Hudson Bay or to the 
southward take the shortest possible route to their winter quarters 
on the coast of New England. Others, no doubt, move directly 
southward for there is a typical red-legged bird in the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology which was taken in Mississippi County, 
Arkansas, on Nov. 5, iSSy. 1 Those which pass their summers m 
northern Labrador probably follow the Atlantic coast line during 
migration for Mr. Batchelder has a specimen of rubripes which 
was shot at Custlett, Newfoundland, on November 6 1S90. 

It is interesting to note that in respect to one of the more es¬ 
sential of its distinguishing characters - viz., the immaculate buffy 
throat-the more southern of the forms just considered shows a 
slight but significant approach to the Black Duck of Florida {Anas 
fulviguld) which has not only the entire throat, but also the jugu 
and the greater part of the cheeks, entirely free from mark- 

ings. __ 

. It is probable that a large proportion of the birds which occur in antumn 
region is the one above mentioned. -/£ V. 

A«k. XXX, April., 1902, P p- 
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1888, 

October 2. 


Lake Umbagog. 


Mareca ainericana. 



Thence to marsh opposite Leonard's Pond. Six Am.Widgeon 

feeding in a bunch of grass. Shot one barrel into them stopping 

three. One got off wounded, badly missed it with my second barrel, 

with another it settled out in the lake. Paddled within long 

range and hot it again as it rose but it got off. 

• • • • • 

1888, Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October S. ' , 

Started a flock of about 20 Black Ducks accompanied by 

four Widgeon. A fifth Widgeon started after the others and I shot 

it, a fine adult male. 

• • • • 

1008, Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October 9. 

Next out into river ‘(Androscoggin from Leonard's Pond) . 
Saw six Widgeon alight near the shore. They swam into, the grass 
and we paddled within 40 yds. They were well bunched when I fired 
and my first barrel stopped four. With my second I knocked over a 
fifth. Only one escaped. Ttg e of th ff■■-•wmunded-„Xlew.,-ns-. roacn ed 

ovem There were two Scaup Ducks with these 
Widgeon but they both escaped. 


1890, 

October 12. 


M 


ajxj-'CtK. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Errol Mt.Pond. 


(The report of Melvin's gun started) a large brown Duck 
which I did not recognize from under the bushes directly in front 
of me. . . (It) got out of range before I saw it and alighted 
near the outlet. I went after but could not find it, but it got 
back to the other end of the pond somehow and was started by 









1890, 

October 12. 
( 2 ) 


Mar eca americana . 


Lake Umbagog. 
Errol.Mt^ Bond. 


Melvin just after I had returned to my first station. Rising high 
in air it came over me at great speed evidently having made up its 
mind to leave the pond, but I brought it down before it reached 
the woods, and upon getting it in hand found it to be a fine young 
male Bald-pate. 

J /Ad,. ^ 

* T.oVa TTrn'Ha crrirr . 


1897, 
September 21. 


(?) 


Lake Umbagog. 
Curtis Meadow. 


Finally (came) a flock of eight or ten Ducks which I am 
nearly sure were Widgeon. The last came within long gun range and 
I fired a shot at one of them. The bird first lagged, then to- 
w^rd^ [sic], and finally pitched headlong down through the trees 
on the hillside on our left. It must have been dead before it 


reached the ground but neither Jim nor Will could find it. 














Mareca americana 


XI /VlaAx^L (}Ui~,!% Lake Umbagog, Maine. 1890 . 


Lake Uinbagog, Maine. 
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Hottion carolinensis. 


JLakfi Ilmbagog:, Maine.. 
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1883, 

October 6. 


Nettlon carolinensls. 


Head, of Lake Umbagog. 


Game on a Green-winged. Teal, however, behind, the island ^ 
and paddling within 30 yds. shot it as it sat on a snag, preening 

its feathers. Our boat was grassed at the time. 

• • • • • 

1888, Leonard's Pond, Head of Lake Umba yc,. 

October 10. 

We . . discovered four Wood Ducks and a Green-winged x 

Teal. I landed and stalked them but could only find the Teal 
which swam repeatedly past me within a few yards, quacking inces¬ 
santly in a nasal cracked tone almost like the scaipe of a Snipe. 

At length he put his head under his wing and went to sleep. Fail¬ 
ing to get a sight at the 7/ood Ducks I finally shot the Teal. 
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Anas oarolinensis 


Lake Umbagog, Blaine. 

1897. Upon reaching Moose Point this morning we found two sons 

Sept.6. of Dr. Nichols of Cambridge, who are camping with Harry Crock¬ 
er just above Pine Point. They told us that they had killed 
a Green-winged Teal on Saturday, Sept. 4th, an early date. (I 
afterwards saw the wings which were apparently those of an 
adult female ). ' 
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OuRraueci.nl a disc or s . 


Lake Umbagog. 


1888 , 

In wooded reach, of Cambridge River . 

September 15. 

Low down we flushed a Blue-winged Teal and I shot it. 
Baker found three above the Great Logan earlier in the day and 


shot two of them. 







Querquedula discors. 


1809, 

September 23. 


Lake Umbagog. 


(Alva Coolldge) tells me he saw a flock of eighteen 


Blue-winged Teal in Metalluc Pond on the I8th. None have been re¬ 
ported at Umbagog this year. 


Lake Umbagog. 


1894, 

September 10. 



A flock of 13 Blue-winged Teal (which, as I afterwards 


heard, Will Sargent and Mr.Hubbard had started in Glaspy Cove 
where they were sitting in the mud) came flying swiftly in from 
the open lake and disappeared in the direction of Richardson's 
Carry. I spent the greater part of the forenoon searching for 
them in likely places along the river and in Leonard's Pond but 
without success. Late in the afternoon Will and Mr.Hubbard again 
flushed them from some flats bordering the river just opposite 


Richardson's Carry. They must have spent the day on these flats 
although during my search I landed there, walked about a good deal, 
and used the glass freely. Teal on mud flats are exceedingly dif¬ 
ficult to see, especially when they are sleeping with their heads 


buried in their feathers. 




eTT-'V-fi-'C/v^ 



L. tlnabagog, Maine. 


dj / 1 

J 0ujXy^^d*-*-4-<y- &i*-4Co-\4, _■ k&/cc, ‘j t J1/ 1873 . 

V- j * r - /tzy /s^rV®- /4 . as^ . n, 


Wmabmmmus 

188 x. y 


. Sept. 

«, disicevt /y 


Lake Umbagoe?, Mo, 
Sept. & Oct. 1893. 

y yyy ^ 


/■T, /r'. .?,<* ^ 




"// . 




1894 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

* /d 0> <<yccr 

1895. 

" /3 ® , ^^tou r 


v //T. ^ ■ <5 ^r-P' 

<^VWv»w» 


^ Ststi 

/(LL 


y r ^ 7~~~ f 

/ y V^*CAT- 
























t j th 'J ' '*1 ’ 1 Ay 1-j 


/*?<- Lake UmbagfOgp, 


S&z&c 


0 

iwO 'J'lxL** T~f\ < 4 Mmvi/ 


/*? 00 . 

•S , 








Q.uerquedula discors . 


Curtis Meadow, Lake Umbagog, Maine. 
1900. 


A tame Blue-winged Teal 


Sept.14. 


We (the Stones and I) had finished photographing and 
were about to leave the pond when a Blue-winged Teal darted 
past me about on a level with my head and so near that I in¬ 
stinctively struck at it with ip>y paddle. It alighted in the 

aaff and swimming to the shore climbed to 
; here it sat dosing in the sun. I had 
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Q.uerquedula discors . 


Curtis Meadow, Lake Umbagog, Maine. A tame Blue-winged Teal. 

1900. 

We (the Stones and I) had finished photographing and 

sept.14. 

were about to leave the pond when a Blue-winged Teal darted 
' past me about on a level with my head and so near that I in¬ 
stinctively struck at it with py paddle. It alighted in the 
water about 50 yards off and swimming to the shore climbed to 
the top of a mud lump where it sat dozing in the sun. I had 

* 

a Reflex Camera with me and putting in a plate holder I pad- 
died to a point opposite the bird and allowed the canoe to 
drift down towards it with the wind exposing both plates 
(both turned out to be light-struck and worthless) when I 
thought I was within good range. My best chance came a mo¬ 
ment later, however, wheri the bird, startled out of its slum¬ 
bers. by my near approach, began walking slowly along the 
smooth muddy shore with head and neck erect. Before it flew 
I was literally within ten feet of it.. 


































Dafila acuta. 
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Dafila acuta. 


Lake Umbagog. 


I8S8, 

September 7. 


O 


Off Moll's Rock well out in the lake I suddenly discov¬ 
ered four Ducks swimming about two hundred yards ahead. I had 
barely time to get my gun ready (for I was sailing very fast) when 
I was within long range. Up to this time they did not seem to no¬ 
tice me but just as I felt sure of getting a good shot they 
stretched up their necks and flew, rising very like Black Ducks. 

I fired one barrel and dropped one at fully 60 yds. It proved to 
be a female Pintail and the other three were certainly the same. 
This was the only shot I fired all day. 
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Lake Umbagog. 


1337, 

September 12. 

Noticing many signs of Ducks about this pond (left by 
the floating island) I hid in the grass and waited for the twi¬ 
light flight. It -was getting dark when with a grand rush of wings 
five Wood Ducks came hurtling down and striking the water with a 
long swash sat for a moment with necks stretched up looking and 
listening intently for danger. Timid, beautiful creatui’es they 
little suspected the peril they were in. However, they escaped it 
for they were so scattered that I could not get two together and 
waited for them to "bunch". Instead of doing this, they first 
swam across the pond and then closing in together entered a long 

winding creek where they were lost to me. 

• •••*••♦ 

September 22. 

On reaching the bend (Cambridge River) where I shot my ^ 
2d Black Duck on the 20th we came suddenly on a superb male Wood 
Duck. He was sitting on the water near the middle of the stream, 
side towards me, neck stretched up, crest raised and all his bril¬ 
liant coloring, especially the painted bill, showing plainly against 
the dark background. He rose almost as soon as I discovered him, 
springing at least four feet into the air before using his wings. 

September 25. 

There was a single Wood Duck, a female, among them (a 
flock of five Black Ducks in Cambridge River above the Sluice). 









1889, 

September 25 


Aix sponsa. 


Lake Umbagog 


Bottle Brook Pond . 

4 

In the second cove discovered a Wood Duck asleep on the 
end of a dead prong at least ten feet above the water, a shapeless 
mass with head buried under feathers of bach. Two others similar¬ 
ly enjoying themselves lower down on the same branch. Got within 
20 yds., but could not get two together, so retreated and attempt¬ 
ed to approach from a different direction, when a flock of about a 
dozen heard or sa''- me and started arousing the sleepers of course. 
I fired one barrel at long range dropping a bird with a broken 
wing. It' at once went ashore on the other side of the cove. I 
then returned to where I left the Grouse and easily found and 
hilled them both. Upon reaching the place where the Wood Duck 
landed Don took her track and followed it across a ridge to a hol¬ 
low where there was a pond of rain water. In some grass on its 
edge he found and pointed his bird, but she eluded his spring and 
flopped off over the water, diving near the middle of the pond. I 
did not see her again nor could the dog strike any scent about the 
pond. I waded all over it but could not find her clinging to the 

bottom. 'Where she went is a mystery. 

• « • • • 

September 26. Lake Umbagog. 

Bear Brook . 

* 

In Bear Brook Chadbourne killed two fine adult male Wood 
Ducks at one shot. There were four of them with about a dozen fe- 

t 

males and young birds. Of the latter we got one. 








Aiy gr>miHn . 

1890, Lake Umbagog. 

September 21. 

Saw three Wood Ducks (as I was rowing over to the Lake 


House) two of them drakes in apparently full plumage. 
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Very numerous during September and up to the 5th of October 
when they disppeared, their numbers not lessening gr admlki, but all 
apparently leaving at once. October IGth, however, I shot a sing¬ 
le male in full plumage, but apparently a young bird. On Septem¬ 

ber 82d ] saw two males which appeared to be in perfect adult plu¬ 
mage in company with eighteen or twenty gray birds. On September 
2Gtb Mr. Chadbourne met with four adult males in a flock of about 
twenty females and young. He killed two males which were in real¬ 
ly perfect plumage, quite as fine in fact as any specimens that I 
have ever seen. Most of the males that were killed during Sep¬ 
tember ,however, were in a plumage intermediate between that of the 
young and the adult, the change evidently progressing rapidly tow¬ 
ards the end of the month. I saw several flocks of Wood Ducks 
this season which.must have contained fully twenty individuals each 
As a rule, however, it. was unusual to find more than eight or ten 
together. They frequented very much the same feeding ground as 
the Black Ducks and an examination of their crops showed that they 
were eating the same food, namely, the seeds of a species of scir- 
pus- Perhaps the abundance of this seed attracted them more into 
the open marshes than usual. At all events we found more of them 
in such places than on the rivers and small woodland ponds. Like 
the Black Ducks they flew to the Moose Point marsh every night to 
roost. They are very much tamer than Black Ducks and will often 
allow an open boat if carefully paddled to approach within fair 
gun-shot without any concealment whatever. I. is a very easy mat¬ 
ter to stalk them, provided one can approach without making much 
noise, for their sight is far from quick, and even when they catch 
a glimpse of the hunters they are not at all apt to fly and quickly 
become reassured, if he will only remain perfectly still for a 
minute or two. Their hearing, however, is very keen and it seemed 
to me quite as much so as that of the Black Duck, p&tv the snap of 
a stick or a decided rustling of the puts them instantly on 

the qui yive . They are fond of sunning on floating logs, and on 
several occasions I saw eight or ten sitting in a row along a log 
, all with their breasts turned towards the sun. They not infre¬ 
quently go fast asleep, squatting on a log with their heads buried 
in the feathers of the back. On one occasion I saw five strung 
along on a logg slender dead snag which projected out from the 
shore of the pond over the water. The end bird was fully ten 'feet 
above the water. All were sound asleep and although 1 had a good 
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view of them they presented such a singular appearance that 
I was sometime in making up my mind that they were really 
Pucks; in fact they looked much more like shapeless masses 
of drift which had become attached to the branch. 

Take the Black Duck the Wood Duck when wounded invar¬ 
iably goes ashore as soon as possible. It sometimes stops 
and hides only a few yards from the water if there is good 
cover, but several birds this autumn went two or three hund¬ 
red yards back into the woods. One crossed a slight ridge 
and descending into,a bollow on the other sice concealer 
itself among some long grass. My nog followed its trail 
and when he. came up with it attempted to catch it, but it. 
fluttered off over the surface of the pool ana / just as he 
was about to overtake it ,dove. The water was not over a 
foot deep and perfectly clear while there were no-wasW 'eeds 
or brush on the bottom or about the edges of the pond; but 
despite these facts this duck was never seen again. The 
dog hunted several times about the edge of the pond , with¬ 
out finding any scent y thus showing conclusively that the 
Duck did not leave the water, I was at loss to conceive 

where it had gone, cfor I v/aded all over the pond, examining 
the bottom carefully without discovering it- A wounded. n ood 
Duck whey; swimming , for lbe-shore is a curious looking ob- 
ject A Tt sinks its body Antil it shows only the line of the 
back and the top of the head above the surface and swims 
rather slowly. Unless shot at or pursued by a dog it 
does not dive, but making straight for the nearest grass or 
bushes, lands and disappears. At Umbapog it is a better 
bird on the table than the Black Duck, its flesh being ten¬ 
derer and much sweeter.. The adult males after they have ac¬ 
quired the full plumage are almost invariably very fat. 





















Aix s' -onsa . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894 . Near the mouth of the Illegalloway I stalked a flock of 15 

Sept.13. Wood Ducks in a small pond just over the west bank. They 
heard me (it was dead still at the time) and were so alert 
and suspicious that I was forced to take a very long shot, 
getting one bird with each barrel. That killed by the second 
shot fell dead on the water but the other (the one shot at 
sitting) flew across the meadow to the edge of the woods when 
Will caught him after a hot chase over fallen logs and through 
brush heaps. Both were young birds. 


189 G* As I was returning from Peaslee's Spring to Lakeside, I 

Aug.9. surprised a brood of ten Wood Ducks feeding in shallow water 
near the eastern end of the larger pond. Not one of them 
could fly apparently but they.scattered in every direction 
and using their wings and feet like young Goosanders got into 
the grass very quickly. Such a squealing and fluttering as 
they made on first seeing me. 


i 








Aix sponsa . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. We (Purdie, Will and I) next turned into the meadow op- 

Sept.15. posite (and a little below) Pulpit Rock (on the Megalloway). 

It proved to be flooded to the very edges of the woods. Near 
the upper end, however, a belt of grass and bushes encircled 
a large pool with a floating island in the centre. Here we 
found a flock of 22 Black Ducks and a single Wood Duck. The 
former saw us and rose out of range but a few minutes later 
the we flushed the Wood Duck from some grass and I fired my 
choked barrel at it as it was going off. It came down to the 
water but recovering rose above the bushes on the island and 
was lost to sight behind them. Will felt sure that it had 
dropped into the water on the further side and had gone ashore. 
He quickly demonstrated the correctness of this surmise by 
landing and driving out the bird which I killed as soon as it 
got clear of the bushes. The noise which we thus made started 
a flock of ten more Wood Ducks from well back among the stubs 
where there must have been a pool of water that we could not 
see. Less than half-an-hour later this flock returned as we 
were on our way up river and dropped back into the head of the 
meadow. The water about the island was literally covered with 
their feathers. 












wood Duck 


Bangor Maine January 4th /ll . 

My dear Mr. Brewster 
Cambridge Mass. 

Referring to our conversation in regard to wood Duck and 
their habits. 

iV I have hunted for the past thirty years more or less along the 
Columbia River Bottoms below Portland Oregon in the neighborhood of 
which great quantities of Wood Duck breed in timber lands of the foot¬ 
hills along the river. I had often heard the statement that the young 
were brought down to the water from their nests in the hollow trees on 
the backs of the old birds and it was my fortune to see this done one 
day in July during I £95 when I was doing some surveying in Columbia 
County Oregon. We were at luncheon close to the edge of a small lake 
or pond when two Wood Duck ( male and female^ skimmed close past us to 
the water with their young on their backs,the little ones holding on 
by their claws and bills. They were unable to bring them all at once 
and the male stayed with those brought and the female left soon bring¬ 
ing down the balance. The moment the old birds struck the water the 
little ones took to the water in the proverbial manner.' 

Very truly yours 

David Loring. 
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Aythya marlla 













Aythya marila. 
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Aythya narila . 
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Authya marila . 

Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October 6. 

Hear Moose Point came on three Greater Scaup Ducksgym 

y?/ cuxyjw) 
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They were in \he grass and rose out of range going into Leonard's 
Pond. Followed them but failed to find them. 

yJ /0**- 


1889, Lake Umbagog. 

October 25. Uoar M oose Point. 

Rowed round Moose Point to Rapid River. On the ’way 

started a flock of nine Scaup Ducks ( F. maril_a. il think). They rose 

very wild and we did not try to get a shot at them after they a- 

1ight ed. 


I8 5 0j Lake Umbagog. 

October 13. 

At sunrise Jim discovered two flocks of Ducks in the 
Lake off 3 Brook Cove, 10 Greater Scaup composing one flock and 6 
American Scoters (Butter-bills) the other. We started for them 
immediately after breakfast and chased them about alj. the forenoon. 
I killed three of the Scaups and two old male Butter-bills, Melvin 
a pair of Butter-bills. The Scaups joined the Scoters, repeatedly 
swimming and flying with them. They also went in shore once, some 
of them actually landing on the rocks and preening their feathers. 
Both Scaups and Scoters were very shy and we had to bush ou r ' boats 
and paddle carefully to get within shot of them. 

After this we came upon the Scaup Ducks again in a little 
cove close in shore. We followed the path ol the sun and paduled 
to within 35 yds. of them. I got five close together and shot at 
them, to my surprise getting only one, but cutting down another 










1890, 

October 13. 


Aythya marila . 


Lahe Umbagog. 


with my second barrel. They flew only a little way and were 
joined by two Buffle-heads. They rose very wild the second time, 
but I stopped one of the Buffle-heads and secured it by another 


shot. 
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Seen on only three occasions this autumn, namely,, an adult 
i ale on September 22d, an adult male on September 24th and a flock 
of nine birds on October 25th, the latter apparently females and 
young. The one seen on September 22d came into the pond m Sweat' 
meadow and alighted with a flock of H ack Ducks well out from the 
shore. I had a good view of it through my glass and made sure of 
its identity. The identification of the flock seen October 25th 
was less satisfactory for they were very 
near enough to make sure that they were 
1 did not think that such was the case. 


shy and T could not get 
not lesser Scaups although 


They we re in the"north 
5ay and kep' well out from shore in deep water, rising at a cest¬ 
ance of two or three hundred yards ahead of the boat. 


late Vinbagog, Mo. 
Sept, & Qtib. 1893. 
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Aythya affinis. 
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Aythya collaris. 
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IS88, 

October 2. 

A.ythya collaris .( ? ) 

1 Outlet. Lake Umbagog. 

• 

• 

Saw a Duck which I am quite sure was a Ring-neck float- 


ing within ICO yds. Paddled within about 60 yds. when it rose. I 
shot both barrels at it without effect. 


1889, 

September 19. 

Aythya collaris. ^ 

Lake Umbagog. 

Outlet of Lake. 


Returning to the Outlet we flushed a pair of Ring-necked 


Ducks, a black-headed drake add gray female. I saw the gray 


speculum distinctly as they went off. 















T 889. 

’ ame, T.. Umbagog. 

j, a te in the afternoon September 19th we started a pair of 
these Ducks from a shallow pond in the marsh near the outlet of 
he lake. They rose within twenty yards of me and I had a good 
view of them, seeing the gray so distinctly as to I eel 

perfectly sure of their identity. The male had i black head and 
appeared to be an adult bird. Half an hour later they returned 10 
the same pond, but T failed to approach within gup^shot and did 
not see them again. When we came upon them the time I was so 

J;|" placed in the boat that 1 could not use my gun without danger to my 
comp an i o n wh o was r ow i n g. 


Lake Umbaifog*, Maine. 
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Aythya collaris . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1S94. Immediately afterwards (Jim and I were on the Outlet 

Sept.25. Marshes ) six small Ducks appeared over the trees, circled a- 
roun'd the marshes and dropped into Leonard's Pond. They had 
a strange "look" and we at once started in pursuit of them. 

We found them sitting on the mud at the water's edge near the 
head of the island. Jim paddled me to within 40 yards when I 
ought to have fired for they took to the water and put up 
their necks but I hoped to get a little nearer and waited. 

The next instant they flew and I gave them both barrels kill¬ 
ing one bird and wounding another which, however, made off a- 
cross the woods flying very slowly and laboriously. The other 
four went down the pond and out over the Lake flying very 
swiftly in a close bunch. As we were approaching them I took 
them at first for Scaups but before they started I saw unmis¬ 
takably that they were all Ring-necks ( Aythya collaris ), a 
rare Duck here. 'The bird that I killed was a fine young male 
and I skinned it of course. I do not think that there were 
any but young birds (with possibly an old female ) in the 




flock. 













Aytfaya collaris . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1895. There was only one Duck on Errol Hill Pond to-day,«a young, 

Sept, 24. male Ring-neck. It made three attempts to leave the place, 

rising said circling but evidently afraid to pass us as it must 
do to reach the at the outlet. Finally it swam past us 
along the opposite shore and then rising went out undisturbed-.- 
I noticed that its wing beats were more rapid than those of an 
other Duck found here except the Hooded maganza. When the 
pond it kept well out in the open water with its neck streteh^ 
ed up to the full length most of the time. 






























